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Built in the early 1800’s, the barn stood until the early 1990’s when a heavy snow collapsed the structure. The 

barn overhang covered the driveway behind the wall – see if you can find the post footers. 
 

 
It took 2 months of putting junk on the trash to clear out enough space to work. 
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Not much wood could be saved. 

 

 
We also found 2 lawnmowers, 4 tires, a bed frame, an old terlette, a bathroom sink, wiring, and plenty of roof slate. 



 � �

 
Plenty of junk outside the walls, too. 

 

 
Loose stone and old wood. 
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Plenty of junk… 

 

 
A lot of overgrown vegetation. 
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Holly wonders how we can do anything with this mess… 
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A piece of good hardware.  Good for a planter!? 

 

 
Ily staring rather than cleaning… 
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Did everyone give up on the clean-up? 

 

 
Diana supervising the operation – OK, she was helping a lot, too. 

 



 #�

 
Those trashcans we found in the woods came in handy! 

 

 
Almost ready for gardening… 
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Holly works on picking up junk before the first layer of stone is put down.
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Andrew and Ily seem to know what’s in store for them on their July ’02 visit.  They’ re quite happy about it, too! 

 

 
Yep, there’s that terlette again.
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That’s a mighty fine lookin’  hole ya got there… 

 

 
…go ahead and fill it with concrete. 
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Digging or stabbing feet? 

 

 
A helpful Barn Gnome. 
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The mess is becoming something. 

 

 
If’n yer gonna cut sumthin’ , use a Sawzall! 
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Makin’  holes the old fashioned way. 

 

 
Yup!  That’s level! 
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Post #1 – Now we’re cooking.
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Throwing Sparks. 
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“ Old Clampy Hands”  climbs up to join a few pieces of wood together. 

 

 
After holding the rebar like this for 3 straight days, Andrew decides there must be a better way. 
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Over a few days of hard work in the July heat, the plan comes together. 

 

 
And the structure is constructed. 
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Andrew putting the bathroom fixtures to good use. 

 

 
Rather than chargrilling, Ily simply paints her food.
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Accidents happen.
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OK, we had outside help, too. 

 

 
A mason was brought in to rebuild parts of the wall. 
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Window headers were also rebuilt. 

 

 
But the scaffolding didn’ t quite look right in the garden.
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Helping Holly, look what the boys planted. 

 

 
Eh, eh!  No sitting on the new bush! 
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Fine – I’ ll use it in the woods! 

 

 
The garden gets its shape. 
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Trial fit of the boxes and the first layer of stone. 

 

 
A new Barn Gnome takes over.  No, wait – that’s Holly. 
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A year later and the plants have taken hold inside the barn. 

 

 
And taken hold outside. 
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Lookin’  perdy. 

 

 
It’s nice to see green again. 
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22 tons of stone for layer #1. 

 

 
All that stone moved by barrow and shovel.  Think David moved it all himself?? 



 � %�

 

 
Who knows what’s buried under all that stone… 

 

 
Holly just loves staining… 
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David gears up for some cuttin’ . 

 

 
… it’s always fun to just go walking around carrying wood. 
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David builds “ carp” . 

 

 
The Crazies stopped by. 
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8 tons of stone for layer #2. 

 

 
A new pathway is built. 
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Diana takes a quick break after hauling stone. 

 

 
Now we need some rain to wash the stone.  But we asked for too much water this Spring. 



 � � �

 
It’s a trellis, Holly, not a jungle gym! 
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Everything looking good… 
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More “ nice-nice”  shots. 

 

 
The Flowerbox – a David Urban Production. 
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The barn at night… 


