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                 AHSTC REGIONS, CONTACTS, MEETINGS: 
 
HARRISBURG REGION EDITORS MEETINGS        
President: Joe Spear Don & Dot Hoffer 3rd Tuesday; 7:30 PM 
717-272-8343 717-761-1254 San Carlos/”The Hop”  
bjspear1@verizon.net hoffer57@comcast.net In York 
 
LEHIGH VALLEY REGION       
President: Mike Bradley Jerry Cropp 3rd Monday; 7:30 PM 
610-282-4876 610-777-5257 Call for location. 
mkb1983@aol.com g.cropp@att.net 
 
PHILADELPHIA  REGION       
President: Ray Donovan Al Tocci  Call for date, time 
215-699-8355 215-444-5515 Mariano’s, Lansdale,  
rjdisi@aol.com altocci@hotmail.com PA. Call Ray for  
   directions. 
BRANDYWINE  REGION       
President: Chuck Ott Ernie Leser See region article or 
302-378-7287 410-398-7308 call for date, time and  
chucknsueo@yahoo.com ernstleser@verixon.net location. 
 
NORTH JERSEY  REGION       
President: Richard Ippoliti George Crombie Call for date, time 
908-832-2311  and location. 
ippoliti@nac.net  
 
LONG ISLAND REGION       
President: Paul Parfrey Paul Parfrey  3rd Friday; 8:00 PM 
718-353-8138 718-353-8138 Call for location. 
WorksHealey@aol.com WorksHealey@aol.com 
 

 
 

 
 

  

POSTMASTER     
The FLASH (ISSN 08899282) is  
published monthly by the Austin 
Healey Sports & Touring Club;  
401 Chrislena Lane West Chester, 
PA 19380-3887. Standard Postage 
paid at West Chester, PA. 
 
Forward Address Changes to:  
Rick Brodeur, 309 East Broad  
Street, Quakertown, PA 18951-1703 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
AHSTC encourages the submission 
of articles to the Editor for  
publication. There is no restriction on  
content, other than it should be of  
interest to the readership and  
Healey related. 
 
MEMBERSHIP &  
SUBSCRIPTIONS  
The Austin Healey Sports & Touring 
Club is a non-profit Pennsylvania 
corporation; dedicated to the  
preservation of the Austin Healey 
marque. Contact Rick Brodeur or a 
region president (see contact in-
formation this page) to inquire 
about how to become a member. 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS  
25 Word, non-commercial 
“WANTED” and “FOR SALE” ads  
run for three months and are free to 
members. Non-member classified 
rates are $0.20 per word (non-
commercial). Commercial rates are 
available from Larry Griswold at 908-
647-1926 or LarryGris@aol.com 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Contributions and advertising must 
be received by the editor prior to the 
25th of each month for inclusion in 
the following month’s issue. 
 
Send Contributions and Ads To: 
Denise and Nigel Smart 
401 Chrislena Lane 
West Chester, PA 19380-3887 
Email: AHSTCFlash@aol.com 
Fax: 610-344-9219 
Phone: 610-692-1665 

Austin Healey Sports and Touring Club 
 P.O. Box 3539      York, Pennsylvania, 17402      USA  

          www.austin-healey-stc.org 

CORPORATE OFFICERS 
 

President: Steve Jekogian Membership: Rick Brodeur 
973-492-8115 215-536-6912 
steve.jekogian@spcorp.com AHSTCinfo@comcast.net 
 
 
Secretary: Del Border Flash Editors:  
717-235-1086 Denise and Nigel Smart 
dborder@state.pa.us 610-692-1665  
 AHSTCFlash@aol.com 

 
Treasurer: Gerry Kunkle             PAST CORPORATE PRESIDENTS: 

610-867-6955                                                   Michael Haran 
AGKunkle@aol.com                                      John P. Morrison 
                                                                         George E. Null 
                                                                         Don Schneider 

 
Cover:  

Three Healeys:  Nigel Smart, Bob Mirabile and Bruce Earle 
at the New Jersey Motorsport Thunderbolt Track 

 
Photo by: 

Steve Jekogian 
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RAMBLINGS  
    By Nigel Smart  
 
Having enjoyed a Sunday at the Phila-
delphia Auto Show in February with a 
fellow gear head, I was fired up to start 
thinking about the 2009 driving season 
and what would be needed to get one of 
the Healey’s back on the road - or track, 
or both! 
 
My answer was a quick - lots! And in this economy 
and an expansion to the family, tough to justify. 
 
My answer is tech sessions, lots of tech sessions and 
more tech sessions, and after reading Steve’s article 
about fitting his electronic ignition system, not to 
mention the Long Island region Holy Bug-eye Sprite, 
I’m convinced that this is the way to beat the reces-
sion - or at least to minimize its effects.  So my ad-
vice is call in your friends, club members and family 
members and put  them to work.  That notwithstand-
ing, do support our vendors so we have a way of 
maintaining these lovable beasts until its time to pass 
them on to other like-minded gear heads. 
 
Whilst at the auto show I came across a booth for the 
Simone Foundation Museum in South Philly.  This is 
a great venue for classic amateur race cars and sports 
cars previously owned by Philadelphia neurosurgeon, 
Dr. Fred Simone.  I know some AHSTC members 
have visited the museum which boasts many marques 
including:  Alfa Romeo, Aston Martin, Ferrari, Jag-
uar, Bugati and a Healey 100.  From what I can see 
this is a must see for any AHSTC gear head and with 
a location near  the Philly airport, the venue should be 
a breeze to get to and from just about anywhere. 
 
Coincidently, Baird Foster just produced a fabulous 
write-up about the Simone Museum which appears in 
the latest issue of “Roadster”, the magazine of the 
Healey Drivers Club in the UK. I strongly suggest a 
read of this if you can get your hands on a copy. 
 
In the same issue is a great article about a guy in Se-
attle who bought an ‘63 3000 in ‘64 for his new wife. 
Having driven it for nearly 6 years he then sold it in 
‘69 when a career move caused them to relocate to 
Pittsburgh.  In 1976, they had a son (James) and 
moved to Florida.  Fourteen years later James bought 
a Healey during a visit to Seattle and yes you’ve 
guessed it, it was his parents old car. 
 

It’s quite a story and many of the modifications that 
his father had made were still on the car. Don’t you 
love stories like this?  
 
So, its true what they say, once a Healey person, al-
ways a Healey person!  Go and infect someone with 
the Healey bug and watch them smile forever.  
 
See you on the road.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another benefit of the  
Electronic Flash for our  

Readers! 
 

Easy access to our  
Advertisers websites. 

 
Simply click on ads in  
The Flash and you will 

be connected directly to 
the  

advertiser's web site. 

http://www.victoriabritish.com
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OVERDRIVE      
               By Steve Jekogian  

 
 It was all done for the Flash 
article. That’s right, with my Flash 
deadline due I had high hopes of 
coming up with the material for the 
article. A tech session article was 
certainly in order as spring is com-
ing and we all have to get our cars back in shape. 
What could I do that was easy, would make a 
difference in the cars performance, was inexpen-
sive and not something every member has al-
ready done. 
 The idea sparked into my mind and with 
the help of the North Jersey members at the re-
cent meeting at my house /garage we completed 
the tech session. What was it? Installing a Per-
Tronix Electronic ignition system in my 3000. 
  Yea, yea, yea your thinking it is not that 
hard to install, but I did it the hard way. I had 12 
Healey club members helping me, so you know 
what that means—everyone had a suggestion, 
thought, input, or idea. I appreciated all the help 
and we actually had some fun doing it. However, 
the best question of the night was “ why are you 
doing this?”. My answer about the Flash article 
didn’t really work as well as I thought, but the 
task did get completed. Actually, the car ran 
smoother when I took it out a few days after the 
event and Bob Pense told us his car ran cooler. 
  As I wrote in my Flash article in May 
2008, I first sent the distributor to Advanced Dis-
tributors for a complete rebuild. It cost around 
$80.00 and Jeff Schlemmer indicated the ad-
vance springs were shot and needed to be re-
placed (1149 Quincy Street   Shakopee, MN 
55379 (612)-804-5543 web  advanceddistribu-
tors.com). 
 They can add Pertronix for another 
$90.00, and install it, but I wanted to do it at a 
tech session.  
 Was it easy to install, YES, especially 
when the distributor was clean and out of the car. 
Take out the points drop in the ignitor plate, push 
on the magnet sleeve over the distributor shaft 
and hook up the wires. The directions are clear, 
but one issue we encountered was the rotor. Test 

the fit of the rotor and distributor cap by turning 
the distributor shaft from the bottom (if distribu-
tor is out of the car). Listen for clicking of rotor 
on distributor terminals. We had some interfer-
ence but a little sanding of the bottom of the rotor 
and cleaning of the terminals was all it needed to 
be corrected. 
  Hope you enjoy the car as the weather 
warms up and see you out on the road. 
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MEMBERSHIP     
               By Rick Brodeur 

 
Let's welcome our new members this 
month 
 

Harrisburg 
 

Lynn Brewer, Fredericksburg, PA 
 
 

David & Sandra Rishell, Mechanicsburg, PA 
'59 BT7 

 
 

Jack & Irene Sanders, Manheim, PA 
'58 BN6 

 
The Flash is no longer being printed but sent via 
email to members with email addresses. If you 
don't have an email address, let your Region 
President know. Make sure you advise the club 
or your Region President of any email changes. 
Our member lists are available to any member 
just for the asking. Each Region President has a 
copy that can be distributed, and I will send out a 
copy to any member who requests one. I prefer to 
send them out via email, but if that's not avail-
able to you just call or email me and I'll send out 
a paper copy. 
 
My email address for the Club is  
membership@austin-healey-stc.org. If you have 
any questions about your membership please 
contact me. Contacting me is the quickest way to 
solve a membership problem. My phone number 
and email address are on the inside front page 
and also on our web site. 

BRANDYWINE     
      By Ernie Leser 

 
The “Brandywine Social” held 
on Saturday February 21st was 
indeed a fun event.  The day was 
crisp and clear which highlighted 
the beauty of West Chester’s 
downtown historical district.  
Taking part in the merriment at the Iron Hill res-
taurant were:  Dave, Bryan, Katie, and Danielle 
Ehret; Ernie and Joan Leser; Pete Roberts and 
Dee Caffrey; Chuck and Gina Ott; Jim Bewley; 
Rich Hinterleiter.  President Chuck and Gina ar-
rived in their blue Sprite AND actually found a 
parking spot across the street from the restaurant.  
Quite a bit of good luck based on all the other 
parking spots being filled for blocks around! 
 
Happenings from the last board meeting were 
presented by Chuck and discussed.  Membership 
dues have been reduced to $30/year due to the 
demise of the printed Flash.  The AHSTC web 
site is up and running and contains the registra-
tion form for Encounter 2009.  To spur atten-
dance, the first 50 registrations will cost only $35 
rather than the stated $65.  So, register early to 
get this discount.  
 
Saturday, March 28th at 1 pm will be “Pizza at 
Pete’s at the Roberts residence in Downingtown, 
PA  (call 610-458-5412 for directions).  This is 
always a super event:  excellent pizza (Note: 
NOT made by Pete); exotic brew; a tour of the 
Roberts’ Healey collection (Note: restorations 
done by Pete).   
 
The April 25th tech session scheduled at Chuck 
Ott’s Garage may move north to Nigel Smart’s 
abode depending on who has the more pressing 
need for the club’s technical expertise.  This will 
be clarified down the road.  Meanwhile, keep 
warm and hope for an early spring in spite of 
what the Ground Hog predicted.  See you at 
Pete’s!       
 
 
 
 

http://www.joecurto.com
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LONG ISLAND                      
                            By Paul Parfrey  

 
The LI Region held its annual antidote 
to cabin fever, a post-holiday lunch-
eon on January 31 at Orlando's Res-
taurant in Commack.  The food was 
excellent and the conversation better.  
This is always a popular event as there is pent-up 
demand for something car-related between the 
holidays and the arrival of the driving season.  
Attendees were David Booker, Tony and Kathy 
DiFrancesca, Frank Filangeri, Noel and Elaine 
Gish, Hans and Jo Ann Lewald, Bob and Barbara 
Maichin, RB Peelle, Catherine Preston, Mary 
Ann Sekelsky and Tedd Krummeck, Bob Shaff-
sick, and Susan and myself.  Now as I write this, 
cabin fever has returned and I find myself long-
ing for SPRING! 
 
In that same spirit of anticipation, a couple of 
upcoming events: 
 
April 12 - Garden City Chamber of Commerce 
annual Easter Sunday Vintage Car Parade 
April 25 - ENYMGA Club Gymkhana/
Lobsterfest, Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn 
 

    The Board of Directors has decided to give a 
$30 discount to the first 50 people who register 
for Encounter.  It is August 6-9 at the Pocono 
Manor.  It is close to Long Island and a classy 
venue in the lovely Poconos. 
    Please note your Flash delivery depends on me 
having your correct email address.  If you change 
your e-mail address or server, I need to know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dueling cameras at the Anti-
dote to Cabin Fever Party - 

http://www.applehydraulics.com
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NORTH JERSEY     
                  By George Crombie 

 
Several New Jersey members got to-
gether at the home of Steve & Lynn 
Jekogian on Wednesday night Febru-
ary 24.  There were actually two pur-
poses for this meeting, besides the ob-
vious one of just plain getting together to share 
some beer and tales. 
 
The first, and most important, was to give the 
ladies a night to socialize and carry on amongst 
themselves without us guys monopolizing the 
conversations with car stuff.  This was so suc-
cessful that I am totally clueless as to what tran-
spired in the ladies’ camp.  It might have helped 
had I made it to the event; but probably not.  It 
could have helped even more had I brought my 
wife with me to infiltrate the goings-on.  But, 
alas, last minute changes in plans (and a dead cell 
phone) wreaked havoc on my evening out with 
the guys. 
  
While the ladies were inside having their fun, the 

guys were left to amuse themselves out in 
Steve’s garage.  The topic of the night was to in-
stall a Petronix Ignition System into Steve’s big 
Healey. 
 
I understand that the operation went so smoothly 
that the car started on the first try and was de-
clared a success in under one hour total time, in-
cluding minor adjustments.    Way to go, guys! 
 
The following members were in attendance:  Art 
and Joan Herkomer; Ian and Sue Kessen; Jim and 
Corrine Vollmuth; Richard and Barbara Ippoliti; 
Alan Rosenberg; Bob Pense; John Moore; Mark 
Goodman; Dennis Meehan; and of course, Steve 
and Lynn Jekogian.  My thanks to Richard Ip-
politi on the update to the meeting. 
 
Upcoming Events For New Jersey Include: 
 
March 7,     MGA Club Winterfest Dinner 
March 24   Monthly Meeting   7:00  PM 
                        Pete’s Restaurant 
                        119 Morris Street 
                        Morristown, NJ  07960    
  (973) 539-5878 
  MAIN TOPIC WILL BE THE SPRING TOUR 
April 18          Spring Tour 
                               Jim Vollmuth 
May 2             BritFest 
May 15-17    Carlisle Swap Meet 
May 24-31  Drive British Week 
June 6             Cars of England 
 
Check your E-FLASH on a regular basis for 
more details and updates…SO YOU DON’T 
GET LEFT OUT!! 
 

http://www.powdercraft.com
http://www.motorcar-garage.com
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 LEHIGH VALLEY     
                 By Mike Bradley 

 
Well Spring is ALMOST here. Al-
though, after yesterday's snow, I have 
my doubts. But, I hear the birds singing 
and the sun is getting warmer, so it's 
only a matter of time. 
Looks like some of you guys who had the fore-
sight to buy Antique and classic cars are the only 
ones who have any security. Thanks to the 
greedy people on Wall St, it doesn't look like re-
tirement is in anyone's future for quite a while. 
 
I missed the last Encounter meeting because I 
was away on business, but Ken Beck says we are 
making substantial progress. The next meeting 
will be on March 16th. The location will be an-
nounced in the E-Flash. We can still use all of 
the help we can get. 
 
As soon as the weather breaks, Bob Messenger 
and I will be taking some road trips to determine 
the Rally Course. Anyone is welcome to join us. 
Again, I will announce the dates in the E-Flash. 

I have sent out several E-Flashes regarding up-
coming events and shows. These come to me 
courtesy of the other Region Presidents and are 
greatly appreciated. 
 
As announced in the E-Flash and the previous 
Flash, the first fifty registrants for Encounter will 
receive a discount. Definitely worth it if it isn't 
too late. 
 
Time to check over the cars to make sure they are 
ready to go once it gets a little warmer, i.e., oil 
change, grease, breaks, etc. Make sure you check 
the age of your tires. We have had several arti-
cles about the danger of older tires. Even though 
they have good tread, they break down over time 
and this will effect safety. Don't lose your car 
because you were too cheap to buy new tires. 
 
As for me, no F1 trips this year. Canada has been 
cancelled and, under the circumstances, I can't 
afford to go to Europe. So, I actually may be us-
ing the Healey more than usual this year. Now 
that's OK with me. 
 
Next meeting we will also get a schedule of 
events together and I will E-Flash them to you. 
Let's make this year a banner one for activities 
and participation culminating with OUR Encoun-
ter. 
 
Drive safely and happy motoring      
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.britishwiring.com
http://www.americancollectors.com
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PHILADELPHIA                 
                               By Al Tocci 
 
As I sit here writing, I cannot believe 
March is several days away and 
Christmas was nearly two months 
ago. Indeed time does fly. During 
February a nice size group of mem-
bers gathered at Mariano’s for our 
monthly meeting. Trish Woglom ar-
rived with some regalia wares at the request of 
several members. There is always a positive cor-
relation between regalia sales and alcohol con-
sumption even in a slow economy so having 
items on hand was definitely a good call.  Addi-
tionally, there are some great deals going now. 
Be sure to go online or contact Trish while items 
are still available. I recommend the golf shirt/
travel mug combo for $20 (okay not really a pre-
packaged combo but you do the math: shirt $15 + 
travel mug $5). Talk about a deal – the shirts are 
quite nice and the stainless travel mugs are awe-
some. Now I’m no travel mug connoisseur, but 
the ergonomics, looks and insulating properties 
of these mugs are first rate. We’ve all experi-
enced those high-priced mugs that don’t fit well 
in our cup holders because the bases aren’t quite 
right or the handles sit too low. Or what about 
the ones with the openings that result in coffee 
dribbling down your chin onto your shirt or 
jacket as you buzz down the road? No worries 
with these though! Don’t wait or you’ll be sorry 
when supplies are exhausted! 
The primary topic for discussion at our meeting 
(other than regalia sales!) was potential 2010 En-
counter locations. Some good suggestions were 
made so stay tuned as we visit hotels and details 
begin to emerge. 
 
The promise of spring has motivated me to start 
thinking about my next automotive project. I’m 
pacing myself though so I haven’t progressed 
beyond the thinking phase yet! Paul Woglom and 
Steve Kirlin have been busy at work on their pro-
jects. Paul is very close to firing up his Porsche 
914 road racer and Steve has been welding away 
on the body of his MGA. John Heffron is also 
deep into his Tiger project and is at the stage of 
needing to decide which direction to proceed as 

stripping and media blasting revealed more rust 
than had been expected (anyone heard that story 
before?) I managed to screw a new shift knob 
onto my modern roadster during the month. Yes I 
know – very exciting! How did I manage such 
productivity? Well, there is a bit more to the 
story than simply attaching some ebay or Moss 
Motors accessory; that would be way too easy! 
My son and I actually purchased a piece of 1.5 
inch diameter 6061 aluminum rod and paid a 
visit to AHSTC member, Bugeye owner, artist, 
model maker, machinist George Maffett. George 
took a look at the original (plastic) knob, got out 
his calipers, and got to work on his lathe. Less 
than 30 minutes later, I had an absolutely gor-
geous knob that looks and feels so much cooler 
than the OEM unit. My son was completely fas-
cinated with the transformation and what can be 
done with the right tools in the right hands. 
Thanks George!! 
 
That’s about it for the month. I had planned to 
watch a bit of the Daytona 500 last weekend but 
when I tuned into Fox they were showing a car-
toon of The Adventures of Digger & Friends. Oh 
well, I heard it was really the Daytona 380 and I 
didn’t miss all that much. 
 
Postscript: my proofreader (wife) called this 
month’s article “dumb, boring and of no sub-
stance”. Hmm, don’t sugar-coat it love, tell me 
what you really think. Obviously no appreciation 
for the art of filling up a page when there’s very 
little to disseminate…… 
 
 

http://www.ragtops.com
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THE VERY RARE OPTION FOR THE 
BJ8.  CUT OUT COMPARTMENT TO 
STORE YOUR COOLER FULL OF BEER!   
PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLER MOTORS  

BELOW:TWO CARS OWNED BYBRUCE EARLE 
AND FRED FISCHER AT THE NEW JERSEY  
MOTORSPORT THUNDERBOLT TRACK 
PHOTO COURTESY OF STEVE JEKOGIAN. 

http://www.jctaylor.com
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OF INTEREST/ FOR SALE   
 
HEALEY PARTS FOR SALE 
Need a good spare ? I have 3 recent Moss painted 
15 x 4 1/2 60 spoke wheels with Dunlop SP tires 
for sale -approx 5 years old with under 8,000 
miles on them.  $90 ea FOB Bel Air. 
Original Ignition coil BJ8 Mk 3 $15 FOB Bel Air 
Tachometer core BJ8 Mk 3 Needs recalibration 
(reads somewhat high) but it looks good. $35 
FOB Bel Air.  Original Smith's Oil Pressure/
Temp gauge  BJ8 Mk3 worked when removed 
from my car , looks decent.  $35 FOB Bel Air   
Mike Jennings 301 266 6367, 
mgjenn1@gmail.com  
  

HEADERS FOR HEALEYS 
Here’s a header company for healeys, 3000,100-
6, 100-4, and sprites. Reasonable prices, need a 
few weeks for fabricating and delivery. Web site-
Extractor ehaust headers. Phone # 205-823 7278. 
PAECO is the company, $320 plus shipping.  --- 
Edward Jackson 

 
WANTED  ________________ 
 
Wanted AH 100-6 or early 3000 top frame.  Al-
ways looking for Big Healey exterior body pan-
els.  Also bugeye sprite seats.   
E-mail Shawn at:  stmiller96@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

 

mailto:stmiller96@hotmail.com�
http://www.mossmotors.com
http://www.jessmillermachineshop.com


 

The Flash, March 2009 12  

 

ENCOUNTER IN THE POCONOS 2009 
 

Encounter 2009 will have all the traditional activities 
and some new ones you won’t want to miss. 

 
 Now is the time to fill out and send in 
your encounter registration form. The AHSTC 
Board has decided to reduce the registration fee 
by $30 for the first 50 registrants.  The registra-
tion form and activity information page is on the 
AHSTC web site. 
 Don’t forget to make your room reserva-
tions too.  The Inn at Pocono Manor has remod-
eled many of their rooms.  Their room rate in-
cludes all taxes, gratuities and a large buffet 
breakfast for two.  There is a two night mini-
mum.  If you want to come on Wednesday we 
have  negotiated a special room rate of $99. 
 Once again we will offer indoor parking 
at the indoor tennis court.  You can sign up for 
that on the registration form. 
 Encounter shirts this year will be embroi-
dered golf shirts and we suggest you order your 
shirt on the registration form. We do not plan on 
having many extras and you may not find your 
size. 
 If you wish to purchase Chinese auction 
tickets (7 for $5), you can add that to your regis-
tration form.  These tickets will also be available 
during encounter. 
 Don’t forget to put a check mark for the 
events you are planning to participate in.  One 
new activity is the Casino Theater Cruz which 
will be on Thursday evening for dinner.   Prices 
are reasonable, the food is good and so is the ice 
cream. 
Friday night we plan to have an outdoor buffet, 
the valve cover races and awards for all the ac-
tivities that have been run.  Saturday we will 
have a buffet, awards for the car show followed 
by a band and dancing. 
If you have any questions on the registration 
form or the activities, call (610-865-3329) or 
email Ken Beck (kenbeck@rcn.com).  More in-
formation on encounter will be provided each 
month.  Stay tuned! 
 
 
 

LI REGION – FEB. 2009   
   by Paul Parfrey 
Editors Note: As we missed this out of the Febru-
ary Flash, we’re publishing it in this issue so that 
everyone can enjoy this Long Island Region Tail. 
 
Long Island member, David Booker, recently 
participated in a most worthy restoration of a 
Bugeye Sprite.  A dedicated group of Spridget 
enthusiasts, including some AHSTC members, 
presented Father Jack of New Jersey with a 
Bugeye Sprite that they obtained and restored.  
Here is the heartwarming story. 
 
The Holy Sprite by David Booker 
 
 This is the tale of how a priest got his 
dream car…  Jack wanted a Bugeye Sprite the 
first time he saw one.  The year was 1958; the car 
was new, and he was a young man.  Alas, shortly 
after discovering this wonderful little car, he re-
ceived his calling and decided to become Father 
Jack.  As you can imagine - the priesthood is not 
a career you go into for the money, and since 
Bugeyes really aren’t all that practical, it seemed 
that owning one was not to be. 
 Fast forward 50 years to 2008.  Father 
Jack was semi-retired now and had an old 
chrome-bumper Midget which he needed some-
one to maintain for him.  His church secretary 
introduced him to her brother Frank, who hap-
pens to be very knowledgeable on all things 
Spridget.  Frank owns a few LBC’s including a 
Speedwell-nosed Bugeye.  To make a long story 
short, the two hit it off and became fast friends. 
At some point, Father Jack mentioned how he 
had always liked Bugeyes, but never been able to 
buy one, which got Frank thinking…  He went to 
the online community called the “Spridget List” 
with a proposal: “Why don’t we build this cool 
guy - who has spent his entire life helping others 
- the car of his dreams?”  Everybody agreed it’s a 
good thing and began pledging time, money and 
spare parts to the cause.  Somewhere along the 
way a perfect name was thought up and the story 
of the “Holy Sprite” began. 
A non-running, but relatively solid car was lo-
cated and secured in southern California.  Frank 

mailto:kenbeck@rcn.com�
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lives in New Jersey which posed a bit of a prob-
lem, but not one the list couldn’t beat.  A mem-
ber in California donated a trailer to the cause.  
Others volunteered to help pull it part of the way.  
For weeks, emails full of words like “If you can 
tow it to X, I’ll get it as far as Y” filled the list.  
Finally, a route and schedule was settled on, and 
the Holy Sprite began a two week odyssey across 
the country. 
 Meanwhile, a parts-needed list was circu-
lated and boxes began showing up at Frank’s 
from as far away as Australia and England.  A 
sub-group of the Spridget List, known as the Or-
ganization of Spridget Handymen In Transit (you 
figure out the acronym) had gotten together for 
this type of project before.  The people in this 
group happily look for an excuse to help build a 
Spridget, spend some quality time with like 
minded gear-heads, and maybe down a couple of 
brews in the process.  The group’s shirts show a 
battered Bugeye and the words “Will work for” 
followed by images of a coffee cup, a pizza slice, 
and a beer mug. 
 When the car arrived in Jersey, Father 
Jack was introduced to his new car.  Until then, 
he remained unaware of the plan.  He was 
thrilled and immediately agreed to sell his 
Midget to help pay for the project.  Other funds 
came from donations and from selling Holy 
Sprite T-shirts (which were also donated).  A list 
of all who donated time, services, parts, or 
money is on the web address listed at the end of 
the story. 
 There were three weekends of work on 
the car.  When the car arrived in late August, list 

members pitched in to disassemble it and see 
what was actually there.  This helped firm up the 
parts list.  A few weeks later, people gathered for 
a bodywork weekend.  Here, we did all the 
pounding, welding, filling, straightening, sand-
ing, and priming necessary to get it ready for 
paint.  Between this and the final-build weekend 
in November, Frank and his son Frankie put in 
countless hours block sanding and painting the 
car.  For each weekend, people drove in to help 
from as far away as Wisconsin and Toronto; one 
person flew from Kansas for all three events.  
Many, many more drove from upstate New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Long 
Island, and other places I’ve probably left out. 
 It was a wonderful experience that every 
one of us enjoyed.  Father Jack kept saying we 
should be doing this for somebody who actually 
deserves it instead of for him.  The Sunday of the 
final-build weekend, about 15 of us dressed in 
our Holy Sprite T-shirts and surprised Father 
Jack by attending the mass he was presiding 
over.  He was shocked to say the least.  We got 
some strange looks till Father Jack told the con-
gregation we were “a bunch of crazy people who 
came here to build him a car”. 
If you want more detail on the project or would 
like to see photos of people having a great time, 
go to the website and see the whole process.  It is 
an experience I will always remember. 
 
Web address of the Holy Sprite: 
http://www.starrtech.net/~jimj/Holy_Sprite/
Holy_Sprite.html 
Spridget List address: 
http://autox.team.net/mailman/listinfo/spridgets  
 

Holy Sprite and crew.  David is 
second from the right. 

Father Jack and his Bugeye 
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Encounter 2009 Schedule  
Wednesday 

 
 
Thursday 

 
 
Friday 

 

Registration Open 4-8 PM Mountainview Lobby 

Regalia Setup 4-8 PM Buchanan Room 

Breakfast 7:30 - 9 AM Breakfast 
Registration Open 9 AM - 6 PM Mountainview Lobby 
Golf TBD TBD 
Regalia Open 10 AM - Noon Buchanan Room 
Hospitality Open 11 AM - 6 PM Fireside 
Rallye School 12:30 PM Tennis Court Parking Lot 
Rallye 1 PM Tennis Court Parking Lot 
Regalia Open 1 PM - 4 PM Buchanan Room 
Tech Session 4:30 PM TBD 
Cruz at Casino Theater 6 PM Casino Theater, Mt. Pocono 
Dinner, ice cream, mini golf & movie During Cruz   

Double feature Movie 7 PM Casino Theater, Mt. Pocono 
  

Breakfast 7:30 AM - 9 AM Dining Room 
Registration Open 9 AM - 5 PM Mountainview Lobby 
Regalia Open 9 AM - Noon Buchanan Room 
Gymkhana 9 AM Pocono Mnt West HS 
Hospitality Open 11 AM - 5 PM Fireside 
Regalia Open 1 PM - 4 PM Buchanan Room 
Funkhana 2 PM Pocono Mnt West HS 
Kiddiekhana 4 PM TBD 
Board Meeting 4 PM - 6 PM TBD 
Buffet Dinner 6:30 PM Patio at rear of Hotel 
Valve Cover Race 7:30 PM Patio at rear of Hotel 
Charity Auction & Award Presenta-
tion of Rallye, Gymkhana, Funkhana 
& Kiddiekhana winners 

8:30 PM TBD 
  

Breakfast 7:30 AM - 9 AM Dining Room 
Registration Open 9 AM - 5 PM Mountainview Lobby 
Regalia Open 9 AM - Noon Buchanan Room 
Gymkhana 9 AM Pocono Mnt West HS 
Hospitality Open 11 AM - 5 PM Fireside 
Regalia Open 1 PM - 4 PM Buchanan Room 
Funkhana 2 PM Pocono Mnt West HS 
Kiddiekhana 4 PM TBD 
Board Meeting 4 PM - 6 PM TBD 
Buffet Dinner 6:30 PM Patio at rear of Hotel 
Valve Cover Race 7:30 PM Patio at rear of Hotel 
Charity Auction & Award Presenta-
tion of Rallye, Gymkhana, Funkhana 
& Kiddiekhana winners 

8:30 PM TBD 
  

Breakfast 7:30 - 9 AM Breakfast 
Registration Open 9 AM - 6 PM Mountainview Lobby 
Golf TBD TBD 
Regalia Open 10 AM - Noon Buchanan Room 
Hospitality Open 11 AM - 6 PM Fireside 
Rallye School 12:30 PM Tennis Court Parking Lot 
Rallye 1 PM Tennis Court Parking Lot 
Regalia Open 1 PM - 4 PM Buchanan Room 
Tech Session 4:30 PM TBD 
Cruz at Casino Theater 6 PM Casino Theater, Mt. Pocono 
Dinner, ice cream, mini golf & movie During Cruz   

Double feature Movie 7 PM Casino Theater, Mt. Pocono 
  

Registration Open 4-8 PM Mountainview Lobby 

Regalia Setup 4-8 PM Buchanan Room 
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Saturday 

 
Sunday 

 
 

Breakfast 7:30 AM - 9 AM Dining Room 
Registration Open 9 AM - 1 PM Mountainview Lobby 
Regalia Open 9 AM - Noon Buchanan Room 
Sporting Clays Region Competition 9 AM TBD 
Concours Judging 9 AM TBD 
Tech Session 10 AM TBD 
Hospitality Open 11 AM - 5 PM Fireside 
Popular Car Show (voting ends 2 PM) Noon - 3 PM Driving Range 
Regalia Open 2 PM - 4 PM Buchanan Room 
Cocktails Cash Bar and Hors' D'oeuvres 5 PM - 6 PM Old Lamp Lighter Lounge 
Kid Pizza Party & Hayride 6 PM TBD 
Banquet & Awards of Car Show 6 PM TBD 
Reminisce Band & Dancing 8 PM - 11 PM TBD 

Breakfast 7:30 AM - 9 AM Dining Room 
Regalia Pick Up 8 AM - 10 AM Buchanan Room 
Hotel Checkout 11 AM   

Breakfast 7:30 AM - 9 AM Dining Room 
Regalia Pick Up 8 AM - 10 AM Buchanan Room 
Hotel Checkout 11 AM   

Breakfast 7:30 AM - 9 AM Dining Room 
Registration Open 9 AM - 1 PM Mountainview Lobby 
Regalia Open 9 AM - Noon Buchanan Room 
Sporting Clays Region Competition 9 AM TBD 
Concours Judging 9 AM TBD 
Tech Session 10 AM TBD 
Hospitality Open 11 AM - 5 PM Fireside 
Popular Car Show (voting ends 2 PM) Noon - 3 PM Driving Range 
Regalia Open 2 PM - 4 PM Buchanan Room 
Cocktails Cash Bar and Hors' D'oeuvres 5 PM - 6 PM Old Lamp Lighter Lounge 
Kid Pizza Party & Hayride 6 PM TBD 
Banquet & Awards of Car Show 6 PM TBD 
Reminisce Band & Dancing 8 PM - 11 PM TBD 

http://healeysurgeons.com
http://www.triumphrescue.com/
http://www.ktvintagecars.com
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 Car Events Calendar 

Event Date Location Contact/ web site 

MAY 

Britfest May 2 New Jersey Horseshoe Lake 
Succasunna 

C. Tregidgo201-791-
6675ctregidgo@gmail.com 

The British Are Coming! May 2 Lewes Delaware   

Hgb. Region Tour to Jeffer-
son 500, 

May 2-3 Summit Point, WV Liz Brockman  
(717) 645-2169   
www.vrgonline.org 

Carlisle Imported Kit/
Replicar National Show 

May 15, 16, 17 Carlisle PA www.carsatcarlisle.com 

NJ Vintage Grand Prix 
  

May 29-31 New Jersey Motorsports 
Park Millville NJ 

www.njvgp.com 

Meeting of the Marques May 30 Hershey PA www.SVVSCC.ORG  
Scott Carpenter 717-502-1023 

JUNE 
20th Concours  
D' Elegance of the Eastern US 
  

May 31 Northampton Community 
College   Bethlehem, PA 

www. Concourseast.org 

Red Mill British car day 
  

June 7 Clinton NJ theredmill.org 

British motorcar gathering June 14 Hellertown Reservoir Park, 
Pa. 
  

http://www.keystonemg.com/ 
  

50 year celebration of 3000 June 19-21 Warwick England russward@lineone.net 

 Conclave June 21-26 Kingston, Ontario www.conclave09.com 

Cars of England June 6 Oakbourne Mansion West-
town PA 

www.delvaltrs.org 

JULY 
British invade Gettysburg July 12 Gettysburg Outlet Shoppes Ralph_eriksen@yahoo.com 

HBG tour to Pittsburgh Gran 
Prix 
  

July 19, 20   Liz Brockman (717) 645-2169 

HGB summer picnic July 25 Shawn Miller, stmiller96@hotmail.com or 
(717) 872-1132 

AUGUST 

AHSTC ENCOUNTER Aug 6-9 Pocono Manor  www.austin-healey-stc.org/
encountup.htm 

SEPTEMBER 
Brits on the Beach Saturday,  

Sept 19th 
Ocean Grove, NJ WWW.PEDC.org 

Radnor Hunt Concours Sept 12 Radnor PA www.radnorconcours.org/ 

http://www.vrgonline.org/�
http://www.njvgp.com/�
http://www.svvscc.org/�
http://www.keystonemg.com/�
mailto:russward@lineone.net�
mailto:stmiller96@hotmail.com�
http://www.austin-healey-stc.org/encountup.htm�
http://www.austin-healey-stc.org/encountup.htm�
http://www.austin-healey-stc.org/encountup.htm�
http://www.austin-healey-stc.org/encountup.htm�
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http://www.thehermitage.org

