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RAMBLINGS
By Nigel Smart

Wow the summer is almost over
and we are starting to see the seasons
change. What a nice summer it’s
been – at least from a weather point
of view. I hope you enjoyed last month’s cover?
What a nice photograph of the Best of Show for
Encounter ’07. Gold as well! I think it really said
so much about the quality of our cars and how
we care for them. What a long way this club has
come in the last 15 years. I can remember when
many of the cars were hole ridden rust buckets!
Not any more . . . except for diamonds in the
rough examples.
I’ve really missed the racing scene this summer because of my episode, but have been glad
to hear about others joining the fray. I’m sure
Jason and Paul get the same rush that I do when
they buzz around the fantastic tracks around our
regions. Next summer a new track in New Jersey
is about to open and the Vintage Racer Group
plans to hold events there. That will be great for
those of us in the Philly area!
I’d planned to attend the Goodwood Revival
again this year, but due to the health episode I
was banned from long haul flights. Anyway, by
the time your reading this I should have visited a
few favorite haunts over in the UK – racing of
course which should include the Heritage Centre
and Brooklands. For those of you not familiar
with the Goodswood Revival, this is the premier
vintage event in the UK when club members and
celebrities come out and race their vintage cars.
Stirlong Moss is usually in attendance, as well as
several F1 drivers etc. – and Mr. Bean himself
driving his Jaguar MK IX. It’s a really great
event, now in its 10th year and is different because many people dress up in ‘60’s clothes.
It’s really fun and people really go into the
spirit of the event. If you’d like to know more
take a look in the November issue of Classic &
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Sports Car. There’s a great write up about the
event and also a selection of photos which illustrate what it’s like to attend.
Thanks to Moss Motors for supplying some
parts free after an ordering mix up for yours
truly. I’d ordered door hinge screws and nuts
came in three orders – two back ordered. When I
pointed out the mistake they sent me new replacements at no charge. No lasts service!
Thanks Moss Motors. Remember to support our
vendors!
Nigel
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OVERDRIVE 30TH ANNIVERSARY
By Steve Jekogian

It started easy enough. All I
wanted to do was bleed the clutch
and brakes prior to Encounter.
Nothing was wrong, but the clutch
felt a little soft and it has been five
years since I rebuilt the whole hydraulic system
and switched to Silicon brake fluid. So why not?
Well I did not have much time and I just ran
into the auto parts store and grabbed brake
fluid—what I thought was silicon, but it was synthetic regular brake fluid. It was about a month
before Encounter. Not good! As I poured the
fluid into the reserve I wondered why it was not
purple in color. But I had Lynn helping me by
pumping the brakes so why not put it in. Well
that was mistake number one.
On Thursday of Encounter I jumped in the
car drove up my driveway and guess what, no
brakes. Nothing, right to the floor. Well back into
the garage the car went until I came back loaded
it on the trailer and took it to Encounter. It was
not going to miss Encounter 30.
All the brake fluid was out of the reserve and
none was leaking, so we all know where it is, in
the servo. The white smoke from the exhaust was
a dead give away. Time to rebuild the whole system, including the servo. Off to Moss for all the
rebuild kits and a lot of work on the calipers,
master and servo, including the clutch.
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That’s the reason for the article, the Clutch slave.
About time I got to it. For years everyone who owns a Healey curses the English and designers who put
the slave cylinder in such an inaccessible position. The bleed valve points up and is very hard to reach
and you’re lying on your back under the car and slave cylinder, and you have a hose a jar to catch the
fluid and a wrench and you can not really see what you are doing. Sounds familiar? It is really hard to
get all that stuff in that area and not have brake fluid all over you and in your eyes. For years somehow
I was able to bleed the clutch slave, but I guess age has made it more difficult for me to get into that
area or I am not as patient as I used to be.
While on the phone complaining to Dennis Meehan about bleeding the slave, it came to me, a
whole new way to bleed the clutch slave in a gentlemanly fashion. How you may ask? Well read on. I
started with the idea if the bleed valve was pointed down it would be easier to bleed. So why not remove the slave’s two bolts and disconnect the push rod and cotter.
With the unit hanging by the flexible hose, or sitting on a case of Rolling Rock beer, there it is a lot
of room to open the bleed valve, attach the bleed hose and get the job done. Plus you get to drink the
beer.
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NEW JERSEY
By Art Herkomer

As I write this, Fall has officially arrived; however, the temperature outside is in the high 80s.
Mother Nature gave us an extension of summer. I hope you all
took advantage and got out on the
roads. Fallfest is always a great event, thanks to
Larry Gersten, Allen Rosenberg and untold others. This year, I left two hours early in order to
watch my grandson’s soccer game as, well as my
Alma Mater football game on TV that same afternoon. Since I wasn’t around for the results of
the voting or the raffle prizes, at least my grandson’s team won his game; unfortunately, my
Alma Mater didn’t. I was pleased to read in Rich
Ippolitti’s E-flash that I picked up Third in the
Roadster group. For those of you who didn’t
read the E-flash, the results are as follows:
Bugeye:
1st - Michael & Loree Adams
2nd - Larry Gersten
3rd - Joe Chioppa

agenda looked very interesting. I wish I could
have attended, but Joan and I went north to Canada for a much needed week vacation. On behalf
of the members, I would like to thank the Smiths
for hosting the September meeting.
The weather in Canada was just as nice as in
New Jersey. While in Canada, I spotted a number of L.B.Cs., but no Healeys. It seemed as
though everyone who was driving a convertible
had the top down - something we Healey drivers
should always do while the weather permits.
I want to end this edition with a very BIG
CONGRATULATIONS to the parents of our
newest member of the AHSTC North Jersey area.
Megan and Mike Perna became the proud parents
of a daughter, Angela Margaret on August 19,
2007. She weighed in at 7 lbs, 6 oz, and measured at 19 inches long. There is a rumor that Joe
Costa, the proud grandpa is thinking that a
Healey style theme stroller would be ideal. WELCOME Angela, and CONGRATULATIONS as
well to the new grandparents, Marge and Joe
Costa.

Square Body Sprite:
1st - Anne & George Marinos
Big Healey Roadster:
1st - Rich Ippolitti
2nd - Herb Sailer
3rd - Art Herkomer
3000 Roll-up Windows:
1st - Pat Venezia, Jr.
2nd - Bob Pense
3rd - Mark Goodman*
*Mark Goodman also received a special award
for all his work at Encounter; taking hundreds of
photos and displaying the pictures of the winning
cars during the banquet.
Apparently, at the monthly meeting held at
Anita and Bob Smith’s home in Chatham, less
than half the members who attended Fallfest
showed up. This was disappointing, since the
The Flash, October 2007
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BRANDYWINE
By Ernie Leser

Saturday September 8th was
the annual Crab crawl and Feast.
How hot was it -- very hot!!
Those of us in our Healeys –
Brian and Dave Ehret (with
Brian in the driver’s seat!), Chuck Ott, Joan and
Ernie Leser – were “well done” by the time we
arrived at the Boondocks. Pete Roberts and Dee
(in Pete’s new BMW), Clint and Sue Hatton (in
their newly painted SAAB), and Steve and Kris
Garrett (in their new Cooper S Mini) provided
the chase vehicles. Note the pattern of “new” –
who says the economy is bad. The drive along
Delaware Route 9 was scenic as usual and the
crabs at the Boondocks excellent. Check the accompanying photos.
Kris and Steve had photos of their new house
which is near Luray, Virginia. Its coming along
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very nicely and may be next year’s Brandywine
Region picnic location. This year’s picnic (Sat.,
Oct. 6) will be over by the time you get this article. Upcoming events are as follows:
Elections for 2008: Thursday, Nov.15th, 7 pm.
Matilda’s Restaurant, Rt.896, Newark,
Delaware.
Christmas Party: Saturday, December 1st,
6 pm. Location TBD.
Events Planning for 2008: Thursday, January
17th, 7 pm., Matilda’s, Newark, DE.

The Annual Crab Crawl and Feast.
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Pete Roberts and Dee (in Pete’s new BMW), Clint and Sue Hatton (in their newly painted SAAB), and Steve and Kris
Garrett (in their new Cooper S Mini) provided the chase vehicles.
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LONG ISLAND
By Paul Parfrey

Every spring a warning to check your
splines and check your front shock
bolts for tightness appears in this
space. I have never experienced a
front shock come adrift and I don't
have wire wheels on any of my cars
anymore. I pass the information onto you from
the experience of others. However, now I will
give you some advice that comes directly from
personal experience: check your car insurance
valuation and likely increase it. The accompanying photo should shorten this by about 1K
words. My insurance should more than cover my
loss but anything more serious would have meant
laying out my own money. You know I meant to
do it, just never got around to it.
The Vanderbilt Cup Centennial Concours and
Time Trials was Sept. 16 with the LI Region

making a good showing: Jim Elliot, Scott and
Jack Greenfield, Bob Shaffsick and Paulette
Murphy, Joe Manning, Jack Hawkins, Jay Goldstein, Steve Tjepkema and Lou Molinaro, David
and Lyle Booker, and Larry and Jeanne Tullar. I
made two runs and had a great time until I regretfully had to leave early. The Nassau County Museum of Art is a great venue with lovely grounds
and stately mansion. I'm looking forward to next
year.

1000 words.
The Flash, October 2007

9

Fire Island Show 9/23/07.

Last Sunday, the 23rd, was the Fire Island
Lighthouse Show. A beautiful day at the beach
with all manner of old cars on display. The
show's layout was a little confusing with our
group of British cars put in between the Studebakers and the other British cars in the usual spot
with foreign cars. Nothing against Studebakers, I spent some time in one during my
childhood, but I never got to connect with the
MG people. It is a really big shew, as Ed Sullivan used to say. The DiFrancescas were there
along with the Barrellas, the Tullars, Ira Udasin,
Steve Tjepkema, Lou Molinaro, Frank Filangeri, Stu Smith and Dori Waldman, Scott and Jack
Greenfield, and David Booker and son Kyle. I
was waxing poetic in my head about how nice it
was to just hang around with friends on such a
glorious day, one of the benefits of belonging to
car club, when I began receiving offers of help
and much needed parts for my car's reconstruction. Here's more advice: become active and
keep up your membership.
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LEHIGH VALLEY

MEMBERSHIP
By Rick Brodeur

By Jerry Cropp

Well, contrary to my fears, we had
a great turnout for the "Berks Byways" semi-rally (no clues, no
prizes.) Four big Healeys, two Sprites
and an E-Jag made up the AHSTC
contingent. Also joining in were two MGA's and
a pair of Midgets from the Keystone MG Club.
Participants were given a set of directions
and were on their own to find the lunch spot. Believe it or not, no one got lost (although there
were a few detours.)
About half way through, we were joined by a
Porche Boxter. Turns out the driver and his girlfriend are chiropractors. They must have seen the
Healey seats and figured they could pick up some
new patients.
The foliage wasn't at its peak, but the weather
was great and everyone seemed to enjoy the
route. Two big tables at the lunch stop (Snuzzles)
brought everyone together for a debriefing.
It appears we have a host and hostess for our
Christmas party. Tom Mantz and Debbie Lentz
have volunteered their home. The date is Saturday, December 1, so mark your calendars now.
While I hate to face it, it's time to start thinking about Healey Hibernation. So break out your
Stabil, top up the oil and gas and put the battery
on trickle charge. Then sit back and start planning a few great driving trips for next season.
Go Phillies!
Ciao!

Let’s welcome our new members this
month.

Harrisburg
David and Jane English
Gettysburg, PA
‘54 BN1

Ed and Janet Moore
Weirton, WV

Lehigh Valley
Robert and Susan Snyder
Allentown, PA

Philadelphia
Crosswicks, NJ
‘60 BT7 & “59 BN7

Long Island
Robert and Susan DeRosa
Lloyd Harbor, NY
Our member lists are available to any member just for the asking. Each Region President
has a copy that can be distributed, and I will send
out a copy to any member who requests one. I
prefer to send them our via email, but if that’s
not available to you just call or email me an I’ll
send out a paper copy.
My email address for the Club is membership@austin-healey-stc.org. If you have any
questions about your membership or didn’t receive your Flash, please contact me. Contacting
me is the quickest way to solve a membership or
mailing problem. My phone number and email
address are on the inside front page and also on
our website.
Rick
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PHILADELPHIA REGION

WANTED
By John Payne

The Philly people got together for our
monthly bench-racing and excuse making meeting at the usual place with the usual suspects –
10 of them. The business meeting involved discussing the annual Holiday Party – can’t say
Christmas Party anymore as that is not politically
correct!
Anyway, several of the folks did show up at
the Buckingham Concours the previous Sunday.
Attending was Jack Robillard and Baird Foster
with their BJ 8’s, the Paynes with their BJ-8 and
Bugeye, Jim Lesher with his 100 and Alan
Kramer with his beautifully prepared supercharged 948 Bugeye as well as Mark Weinberg
and his 100. The weather was great and the
group was fun. The Kirlins and Tickners showed
up sans car, as did John Davies who was judging
- Jag-u-ars and the Tocci family was hard at
work as volunteers.
By the time this edition hits the streets, the
Urbans will have had their annual tour and party.
Speaking of the Urbans, Jason will be racing his
very interesting MG TC at Limerock in October
and the Paynes will be back on the track at Summit Point for the final MARRS race of the season.
There is a small clandestine group within the
region that is planning to actually drive their
mounts for a fall tour. This is a highly secretive
cell within the region, but hopefully one that will
gain control and we will actually see our friends
in a sporty type car of any make. Stay tuned –
the revolution is coming! (And details to follow
on when and where.)
Paul Woglam was recently hospitalized and
is home and doing well-to the point that Trish
decided she could attend the meeting and leave
him alone – or had to. Ray Donovan is taking
Paul’s place in the hospital. Does this mean we
will see Charlene at the next meeting?
Oh yes, new business – the Holiday Party.
Tentatively scheduled for the first Saturday in
December - that would be December 1st. Boy I
hate to even say that word. No place decided yet.
This is Hero Racer signing off.
The Flash, October 2007

For Sprite Mk II factory hardtop. “Big” sidescreens to fit Midget Mk. 1 hardtop
#AHA6301,6302,6303 & 6323. Need bolt at
windscreen AHA6354, bush AHA6237 and nut
AHA6238. Mike Haran email: mharan@optonline.net.
Austin Healey “nut” seeking pass, side door
check nut (reverse thread), door shut finisher set
(used condition), and top frame for late BN4.
contact Shawn Miller at stmiller96@hotmail.com.
100-6 OR 3000 Chassis to convert to Small
Block Chevrolet. Do not need AH drivetrain. No
rust buckets please. Jim Nicholas 570-342-7683
#128 or dgnicholasjbn@epix.net.
Working silver faced fuel gauge for 1959
Austin Healey. Contact Richard Ippoliti 908-8322311 or
ippoliti@nac.net.
Part for 1967 BJ8 steering box. Moss calls it
a Rocker Shaft part #667-685 and is not available. Rob Vollers 908-507-8273.
1962 3000 spare bonnets for design study;
need several; will consider from stock to louvered or even alloy. Jim Elliott 718-808-2668 or
jelliott2@nyc.rr.com. Please send photos &
price.
I am looking for the correct jack for a 1967
Austin Healey 3000 BJ8. Dave Wyher 215-6467729 or dwyher@comcast.net.
Good square-bodied Sprite—David Booker,
516-662-8766 or email tncarnut1@yahoo.com

FOR SALE
1962 AUSTIN-HEALEY 3000 BJ 7; Roll up windows, all new hydraulics, good top/interior, great
blue clear coat paint. Strong BJ 8 engine and
tranny...well cared for, minimal rust. Great driver
and still turns heads. $24K OBO 973-601-1878
or gordon_ruhf@yahoo.com.
Steering column and box for Austin Healey
100, $250.00; exhaust pipe for Austin Healey
100 (new), $30.00; Bob Wade 908-475-3131 or
rwade@nac.net.
New AM-FM mono radio + or—ground;
manual tuning; 2 shaft; black, very basic.
$60 + shipping.
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Universal mounting pod; black plastic; fits
bottom of heater on pre-BJ-8 6 cylinder Healeys.
$20 + shipping. Bob Pense 732-469-6685 or
pensenwood@aol.com.
1960 BT7—Mark I (four seater) by Jack White.
Phone: 703-652-1312 or email at
jwhite@medmarc.com. Asking $32,000 for this
excellent driver and rust-free car with older but
unblemished paint.
2 Bumper Bars for 106 and 3000, new. Moss
wrappings still one piece, now list at $150 each.
$250 for the pair; 106 and 3000 Moss muffler,
new—dual in and out, list new at $95, this one
for $70; 106 and 3000 Moss dual steel tail pipe,
new—not available in catalog, this one $140;
106 pair disc wheel rear brake durms—used
$30, disc wheel front hubs complete $200; center shift OD trans 3 on hand, ask about $$$;
Pick up preferred, shipping will add boxing and
shipping charges. Several decades of other part
also, E-mail your needs, I am trying to clean
house, a few part for 104, mostly 3000, none for
roll up’s none for Elliotts either. Wball@ptd.net.
1961 Austin Healey Bug-Eye Sprite, completely restored; new silver paint, new top and
side curtains and tonneau cover, (hard top available), new tires, 1275cc engine, ribbed transmission,3.9 rear, Weber carburetor, disc brakes,
front sway bar, new front suspension. Asking
$14,000 Email: Nuzzrs@aol.com or call 215493-4050.
I have a 62 Sprite. Last time on the road was
1977 still has inspection sticker, seems like original exhaust system & tires, mileage says 65,000.
Car is complete, has tool kit, sliding plexiglass
windows, spare tire, removable fiberglass roof,
etc. Some new parts. Must sell asking $3500 or
best offer. I have all paperwork, books, owners
manual. Call anytime 631-813-7139 car needs
restoration but not a rot box. Has normal rust
out. Car was garaged. Thank you very much.
1965 Austin Healey (BJ8 phase 2) Concours Registry with less than 50 miles since Professional Ground-Up Restoration British Racing
Green Body Panels and Paint received 159 out
of 160 points and engine 99 out of 100 at AHST
Concours judging. Total of 941 out of possible
1000 points. Restoration matches Production
Record Trace Certificate Number 2000/4593 issued by British Motor Industry Heritage Trust.
Restoration included professional machine
shop rebuild of engine with all new bearings, pistons, oil pump, valve seats for unleaded fuel,
lifters, etc. Essentially a new engine in original
The Flash, October 2007

block. New suspension, shocks, 60 spoke
Hendrix wire wheels, Michelin XZX radials,
stainless steel exhaust system, silicone brake
system, complete new black Interior and top and
more. Original BMC radio included.
Receipts for parts and professional labor total more than the $59,500 asking price. You are
encouraged to preview the car or have a third
party to do so. It is garaged in Chatham, NJ Call
me (Bob) at 973 635-6149.
Anyone interested in a complete but very
rough BN4? All parts even side curtains. John
Chesebrough.
1963 Austin Healey BJ7. Engine compartment & interior are as clean as body. Fresh fluids, runs great! $23,500 or Best Offer. Mathew
Goldenberg 215-219-9679.
New member Scott Rinder has 4 new Dayton Chrome 72 spoke wheels with Firestone
165/5 radials with 75 miles—$950. 516-4912924 or email scottaz11@aol.com
After 20 years of providing parts for Sprite
and Midget owners. Buckingham British Parts
Centre inventory will be closed out. The entire
inventory is available. In the mean time we are
offering a 20% discount on in stock items. Non
stock items will still be accessed and at 10% below Moss retail. Contact us at 215-361-7555.
67 Austin Healey BJ8, Ivory w/black interior. High quality restoration in 1997. Pristine
condition. All maintenance and upgrade done by
Kenny Beck since 2001. $47,900.00. Phone
number: 610-799-3249.
1966 Healey Blue, BJ-8. I am the 2nd owner
and it has about 40,000 original miles on it. Jim
Damico.

ENCOUNTER PHOTOS FOR SALE:
Mark Goodman was all over Encounter 30
with his camera. Mark part of the Encounter
team volunteered to capture all the fun, excitement, and friendship that is Encounter. Mark just
sent me a CD and most of the pictures in this
Flash he took and are on the CD.
Over 400 pictures I think and he is offering
the CD to you for just $10.00 to cover shipping.
Mark Goodman
21 Lakeview Ave.
West Cortland Manor NY 10567-6415
mkgoodman@att.net
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HARRISBURG
By Don Hoffer

After the ‘three member mob’ that
showed up for the last meeting held
several months ago, our genial host at
San Carlos moved us into a tiny room
tucked away in a here-to-fore unexplored corner of the premises known only to the
cleaning crew for the September edition. No
point reserving a walled off section of the dining
room for this bunch thought they. In typical unpredictable fashion 17 eager Healeyites crammed
into this cubby hole until the staff had to shoehorn in another table to accommodate us all - go
figure! We’re not very hard to deal with, but we
can sure keep ’em guessing.
Holding court for this intimate gathering was
our VP Shawn Miller (pinch hitting for Pres.
Dave & Treas. Priscilla who’s retirement plan
put staying at home at the bottom of the list).
Shawn covered the 08 Encounter, 21 Oct. Fall
Tour & 10 Nov. Banquet (details in Preston’s
Encounter report below and E-Flash) and said the
regional treasury stood at $698. The band struck
up playing “we’re in the money“, and we immediately launched into 50/50 ticket sales to keep it
that way.
The Grand Pooh-Bah in waiting then reported
on the Corporate Board Meeting revealing the
following:
Officer elections- no changes with Jason Urban
resuming as Web Master.
AHCA merger - tabled (resolving viewed to be
too divisive no matter what was decided)
Harrisburg Region Membership up by 5 (take
that, you ’glass is half empty’ people!)
Sprite Jubilee - seed money granted to Moses to
help his big 50th celebration go well in 08.
The 50/50 drawing made Joe Spear and Joanne
Sweeney winners with the rest of us patted each
other on the back, for our ‘build the treasury’
philanthropy.
Bob Preston gave the 08 Encounter chairman’s Progress Report confirming contract signing, what it included (Friday and Saturday Hospitality Suite Continental Breakfast, etc) $90/room
rate and that 08 Encounter meetings will start in
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January on the 2nd. Tuesday of each month at
San Carlos. A whole host of good ideas were
touched upon and scheduled for solidification at
those meetings. A new driving event and a very
interesting idea for a guest speaker are lurking
under wraps. This thing is really shaping up.
Next regular meeting is 16 October at 7:30 we’ll make room for you.
In the “other neat stuff you can do with your
Healey” department I’ll share the following:
All thru the driving season you see these little
home town car shows advertised in the paper.
Last week one sort of jumped off the page at me
when I read “Wrightsville Heritage Days” and
the line “Antique, classic and street rods are eligible to participate”. I called the number and
found the venue to be on the same street just a
couple of blocks down from where I used to live.
Way back in the middle of the last century I
spent my sophomore & junior years at Wrightsville High back when the town still had its own
High School. Straight from Philadelphia this was
my first exposure to small town America - I
never forgot the place. I rolled the 3000 into
town and parked with the rest of the cars, about
20 in all, and wandered about looking for things
familiar. I found a church that had obviously
been there for a good while but didn’t look at all
familiar, until I read the cornerstone, 1959 - six
years after I left town (I didn’t have Alzheimer's
after all). Much to my dismay nobody I knew
stayed around for 50 + years to welcome me
back, but I had a great day anyway.
Meeting of the Marques was held the next
morning at Allenberry on another picture perfect
day that drew 19 Healeys and a raft of other great
British iron from as far back as 1935. Dandy
Don Olsen and I rolled in on a 3 vehicle caravan
rigged up to tailgate like it was a Penn State
game. Picnic table, good grub, a shady spot on
the edge of the woods, great turnout and good
friends - perfect! I even found a couple from
Gettysburg in a red 100 BN1 with less than
20,000 original miles on it, unrestored and in the
family since new. David and Jane English are
going to be our next new members. Was this a
great weekend or what?
Can’t wait for that Fall Tour - that’s going to
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be another winner - keep ‘em rollin, we ain’t
done yet!

2007 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER, Thurs. 15th, 7 PM. Election of officers for
2008. Matilda’s Restaurant, Rt. 896, Newark, DE.
DECEMBER, Sat. 1st, 6 PM. Christmas Party. Details
TBD.
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